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PEARL HARBOR 


December 7, 1958, is the seventeenth anniversary of the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor. 


DAN SMOOT 


On May 6, 1958, Congressman Clarence Cannon (Democrat, Missouri) while discuss- 
ing the Deficiency Appropriation Bill of 1958 on the floor of the House, suddenly began 
a commentary on the “Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, precipitating the last world war.” 


Congressman Cannon said: 


“It is not a pleasant subject and little can be found in that catastrophic defeat that is 
of much credit to American arms. 


“But the most discreditable feature of it, and Congress must shoulder its share of the 
blame, is that it need not have happened, and would not have happened if Congress had 
properly organized the Armed Forces, and if the Army and Navy had called a truce in their 
perpetual rivalry and cooperated in the face of the recognized danger of which both had 
been adequately warned. 


“A subcommittee of the Committee on Appropriations held hearings in which it was 
testified that at the time of the attack the Naval Commander, Admiral Kimmel, and the 
Army Commander, General Short, were not even on speaking terms. And the exhaustive 
investigations by the Commission appointed by the President and by the Joint Committec 
of the House and Senate, showed that although both had been alerted over a period of weeks 
prior to the attack they did not confer on the matter at any time.... 


‘Had they merely checked and compared the official messages received by each, they 
could not have failed to have taken precaution which would have rendered the attack futile 
end in all likelihood would have prevented the Second World War and the situation in which 
we find ourselves today.” 


Could there be a more damaging accusation against two Americans than this charge 
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which Congressman Cannon made against 
Rear Admiral Husband E. Kimmel (now re- 
tired), who commanded the Pacific Fleet at 
the time of Pearl Harbor, and Lieutenant 
General Walter C. Short (now deceased, who 
commanded the army forces in Hawaii) ? 
More than sixteen years after the event, a 
powerful member of the United States Con- 
gress, publicly and in his official capacity, ac- 
cuses these two Americans with a dereliction 
of duty which cost not only the lives of 4,525 
American servicemen at Pearl Harbor but the 
lives of hundreds of thousands of others who 
fell during World War II and even in Korea. 


Surely Kimmel and Short were court-mar- 
tialed and punished for their misdeeds? 

No, Admiral Kimmel and General Short 
were never formally charged with any derelic- 
tion or misbehavior. They were “censured” 
and blamed for what happened at Pearl Har- 
bor and relieved of command; but they were 
not even demoted or discharged from the 
armed services. They were both permitted to 
retire with rank. 

Why? 


If they had ever been formally charged and 
tried for the “‘dereliction” which they were 
accused of, their defense would have shown 
them to be honorable and able American offi- 
cers in no way censurable for what happened 
at Pearl Harbor. Their defense would have 
shown that Franklin D. Roosevelt (supported 
by his idolators in Congress, like Clarence 
Cannon) lied America into World War II (as 
Clare Booth Luce once said). 


Sixteen years later, men like Clarence Can- 
non, whose own careers are tied to the Roose- 
velt legend, are still distorting the historical 
truth to hide Roosevelt’s treachery. 

The press of America paid little attention 
to Congressman Canon’s May 6, 1958, re- 
marks about Admiral Kimmel and General 
Short. The General is dead; but Admiral Kim- 
mel still lives in retirement at 193 Plant 
Street, Groton, Connecticut. 


On June 3, 1958, Admiral Kimmel wrote 


Congressman Cannon: 
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Your remarks on the floor of the House of 
Representatives on May 6, 1958, were recentl-) 
called to my attention.... 


From your remarks I have learned for thv 
first time the origin of the lie that Genera! 
Short and I were not on speaking terms at the 
time of the attack. I would like very much to 
know the identity of the individual who gave 
this testimony before a subcommittee of the 
Appropriations Committee. 

In regard to the alleged lack of cooperation 
between General Short and me your statement 
is completely in error. We did consult together 
frequently.... 

The Naval Court of Inquiry... made an 
exhaustive investigation and reached the fol- 
lowing conclusion: 

“Finding of Fact Number V. 

‘Admiral Kimmel and Lieutenant General 
Short were personal friends. They met fre- 
quently, both socially and officially. Their re- 
lations were cordial and cooperative in every 

With regard to the Japanese messages inter- 
cepted and decoded, exhaustive testimony be- 
fore the Naval Court of Inquiry and the Joint 
Congressional Committee of Investigation 
shows that none of the decoded messages re- 
ceived after July 1941 were supplied to me 
and none were supplied to General Short. 


My book, Admiral Kimmel’s Story, con- 
tains a collection of documented facts which 
support this statement and give the text of 
important decoded intercepts which were 
withheld from me and from General Short. 
These decoded intercepts were in such detail 
that they made the Japanese intentions clear. 
Had they been supplied to the Hawaiian Con- 
manders the result of the attack would haie 
been far different, if indeed the attack wou'd 
ever have been made. 

I know of no other occasion in our milita’y 
history where vital information was denid 
the commanders in the field. 

To make unfounded charges against me aiid 
General Short to support your argument is 
grossly unfair and a misre presentation of fac’s. 
The success of the attack on Pearl Harbor uas 
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vot the result of inter-service rivalries at Pearl 
Harbor. This success was caused by the delib- 
crate failure of Washington to give the Com- 
manders in Hawaii the information available 
in Washington to which they were entitled. 
his information which was denied to the 
Hawaiian Commanders was supplied to the 
American Commanders in the Philippines and 
io the British. 

I request you insert this letter in the Con- 
gressional Record. 


Congressman Cannon ignored Admiral 
Kimmel’s letter; but on June 12, 1958, Con- 
gressman Ralph Gwinn (Republican, New 
York) inserted Kimmel’s letter to Cannon in 
the Congressional Record. 

Cannon could not ignore this. Kimmel had 
proved that the testimony, which Cannon pre- 
sented as truth, was a lie. 


On June 18, 1958, Cannon interrupted dis- 
cussion on the floor of the House, rising to 
claim personal privilege because, 

“In the Congressional Record of last T hurs- 
day a letter is printed denying the veracity of 
certain statements which I had made in a 
speech on the floor....He refers to the ma- 
terial which I gave on the floor as a lie.” 


Cannon then made a long speech about 
Pearl Harbor, trying to show that the blame 
did rest on Admiral Kimmel and General Short 
rather than on Roosevelt and his cohorts in 
Washington. 


On July 7, 1958, Admiral Kimmel an- 
swered Cannon with another letter: 

You have failed up to the present time to 
provide me with the name of the individual 
whom you quoted in your remarks appearing 
in the Congressional Record of May 6, 1958 
as authority for -your statement that General 
Short and I were not on speaking terms when 
the Japanese attacked Pearl Harbor. I know 
that to be wholly false and I am entitled to 
the name of the person so testifying; whether 
01 not he testified under oath and his qualifi- 
cution.... 

Your remarks are a continuation of the 
frantic efforts of the Roosevelt Administra- 
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tion to divert attention from the failures in 
Washington and to place the blame for the 
catastrophe on the Commanders at Pearl Har- 
bor. Your account of the testimony that Gen- 
eral Short and I were not on speaking terms, 
given to your committee. shortly after Pearl 
Harbor, was effectively publicized, though six- 
teen years later I am still denied the name of 
the individual who perpetrated this lie. 

For four years, from 1941 to 1945, the ad- 
ministration supporters and gossip peddlers 
had a field day making statements which the 
wall of government war time secrecy pre- 
vented me from answering.... 

You imply that my request to revise the 
transcript of my testimony before the Roberts 
Commission is censurable; and you completely 
ignore the published statement of Admiral 
William H. Standley, USN, retired, a former 
Chief of Naval Operations and a member of 
the Roberts Commission. 

He wrote regarding Admiral Kimmel: 

“he was permitted no counsel and had no 
right to ask questions or to cross examine wit- 
nesses as he would have had if he had been 
made a defendant. Thus both Short and Kim- 
mel were denied all of the usual rights ac- 
corded to American citizens appearing before 
judicial proceedings as interested parties.” 

Even communists plotting the overthrow of 
our country are accorded far more legal safe- 
guards then were granted to me and General 
Short. ... 

I was not permitted to know what testi- 
mony was presented to the Roberts Commis- 
sion and was never given an opportunity to 
clarify or refute any statement made be- 
fore it.... 

The Navy Court of inquiry was the only 
investigation of Pearl Harbor before which I 
was permitted to cross examine and call wit- 
nesses. You are substantially correct in your 
statement that this inquiry ‘Found Admiral 
Kimmel as pure as the driven snow.” In more 
moderate language expressed by Admiral Mur- 
fin, the President of the Court, years later, 
“We found Admiral Kimmel had done every- 
thing possible under the circumstances”.... 
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Even the Hewitt Investigation found: 

“During his incumbency as Commander in 
Chief, Pacific Fleet, Admiral Kimmel was in- 
defatigable, resourceful and energetic in his 
efforts to prepare the Fleet for war.” 


Legend and Fact 


The efforts of politicians like Clarence Can- 
non to distort the history of Pearl Harbor and 
the American involvement in World War II, 
have been totally discredited by the ablest his- 
torians living today. 

It is the off-hand (often uninformed) re- 
marks of people in high place which keep alive 
the false legend that Roosevelt and his cabal 
of war schemers were caught by surprise on 
December 7, 1941, when the Japanese at- 
tacked Pearl Harbor. 

For example, at a press conference on Au- 
gust 28, 1958 (note the timing) President 
Eisenhower was asked to comment on the pos- 
sibility of a surprise nuclear attack against the 
United States. 


The President said: 

“Wars have a way of coming about in cir- 
cumstances that have not been foreseen by 
humans. 

“For example, the Pearl Harbor attack is a 
case in point. Of all the places in the Pa- 
cific that apparently the planners and the po- 
litical leaders thought might be attacked, that 
was probably the last one.” 


The fact is that Roosevelt and the other 
“planners and political leaders” knew when 
and where the Japs would strike. They kept 
that information from our military com- 
manders in Hawaii, because they knew that if 
Admiral Kimmel and General Short were 
alerted they would make preparation. If the 
Japs had known their attack was anticipated, 
they would not have made it. Roosevelt 
wanted them to attack American territory, 
because that was the only way he could get 
America in the war. 

Roosevelt could not, of course, let the peo- 
ple know what he had done. He made a radio 
speech about the day of infamy, and selected 


one of his political friends to “investigate” and 
place blame for our unpreparedness. The 
friend was the late Owen Roberts (then As- 
sociate Justice of the Supreme Court). The 
“Roberts Commission” gave Admiral Kimmel 
and General Short no opportunity to defend 
themselves. It exonerated Roosevelt and placed 
all blame on Kimmel and Short. Its findings 
were widely publicized, but war time secrecy 
imposed by the armed forces prohibited Kim- 
mel and Short from answering. 


The Incredible Story 


The Roberts Commission inquiry in 1941 
was the first of eight “official investigations” 
of Pearl Harbor, but none has satisfied the 
questions of thoughtful citizens with no polit- 
ical axes to grind. 


How could Pearl Harbor have happened at 
a time when war was already raging in Europe 
and Asia, when Japan was engaged in a formal 
alliance with Hitler, and when American re- 
lations with both Japan and Germany were so 
strained that everybody knew something ter- 
rible could happen any day? How was it pos- 
sible for a great Japanese carrier task force to 
move three thousand miles across the open sea 
and catch our Pacific fleet bottled up in 
Pearl Harbor, completely unaware and un- 
advised; destroy it, and get away with prac- 
tically no loss to the Japs? The truth has been 
told, not by the official investigations, but by 
historians. 


Since 1945 , several scholarly books have 
been written by “revisionist” historians—men 
who want to revise the official history in order 
tell what they regard as truth about Pear! 
Harbor and our entry into World War II, be- 
cause the “official” history as told by Roose- 
velt historians is a false and distorted recorc 
designed to protect the reputation of Roosevel 
and the political group he led. Among the re- 
visionist writers are some of the most notabl: 
historians of this century: men like Charles A. 
Beard, Charles Callan Tansill, Fredrick R. San. 
born, Harry Elmer Barnes, and George Mor- 
genstern. 
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One of the earliest revisionist accounts of 
Pearl Harbor was written by John T. Flynn. 
The two latest were written by men directly 
involved: Husband E. Kimmel and Rear Ad- 
rairal Robert A. Theobald (now retired) who 
was commanding destroyers of the Pacific 
Fleet, under Kimmel, and was at Pearl Harbor 
on the day of the Japanese attack. In April, 
‘953, Devin-Adair published his book, The 
Final Secret of Pearl Harbor: The Washington 
Contribution To The Japanese Attack. 

Theobald’s thesis is that Franklin D. Roose- 
velt alone was responsible for the helplessness 
of the Pacific Fleet and the unpreparedness of 
Kimmel and Short; that Roosevelt had ample 
advance warning of the attack on Pearl Har- 
bor; and that he refrained from alerting the 
Hawaiian commanders, because he wanted 
Japan to make the attack. Theobald proves 
that thesis beyond any reasonable doubt. 


William F. Halsey, Fleet Admiral, U. S. 
Navy, wrote a foreword for Admiral Theo- 
bald’s book, saying: 

“At that time (December, 1941) I was one 
of the three senior commanders of the Pacific 
Fleet, serving under Admiral Kimmel. ... 

“*l have always considered Admiral Kimmel 
and General Short to be splendid officers who 
were thrown to the wolves as scapegoats for 
something over which they had no control. 
They had to work with what they were given, 
both in equipment and information. They are 
outstanding military martyrs.” 


Admiral Kimmel’s book, published by 
Henry Regnery Company, 1955, is entitled: 
Admiral Kimmel’s Story. It is remarkably 
good, remarkably free of personal rancor that 
might be expected under the circumstances. 


These comments by Admiral Kimmel give 
a fair sampling of the quality of the man: 

“When the information available in Wash- 
ington prior to the (Pearl Harbor) attack was 
finally disclosed to me long after, I was ap- 
palled. Nothing in my experience of nearly 
forty-two years service in the Navy had pre- 
pared me for the actions of the highest officials 
int our government which denied this vital in- 
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formation to the Pearl Harbor commander..... 

“To utilize the Pacific Fleet and the Army 
forces at Pearl Harbor as a lure for a Japanese 
attack without advising the commander-in- 
chief of the fleet and the commander of the 
Army base at Hawaii is something I am wholly 
unable to comprehend. 

“While I am still able to do so, I feel that 
I must tell the story so that those who follow 
may fully realize the imperative necessity for 
furnishing the naval and military commanders 
at the front with full and clear information. 
Only in this way can the future security of our 
country be preserved.” 


The truth, as “‘revisionist” historians see it, 
is that it was pressure from Roosevelt which 
caused the British and French to declare war 
on Germany as a result of the Nazi invasion 
of Poland, September 1, 1939. Following that, 
the British and French put pressure on Roose- 
velt to help in the war that he had wanted 
them to fight. Roosevelt wanted to get into 
World War II but could not openly advocate 
such a course, because the American people 
were almost solidly opposed to our interven- 
tion in another European war. 


In the campaign of 1940, Roosevelt, run- 
ning for a third term, made political capital 
of this public sentiment by running on a peace 
platform. Again and again and again, Roose- 
velt told the people how he hated war and 
promised that America would not become in- 
volved in the European conflict. While making 
such speeches, he was doing everything possible 
to goad Germany into an attack on America 
so that we could become involved. 

Germany’s acceptance of American viola- 
tions of neutrality was a surprising feature of 
the European war, between June, 1940, and 
December, 1941. It was apparent that Ger- 
many did not intend to contribute to a break 
of diplomatic relations with the United States. 
American military intervention in Europe in 
World War I had proved decisive, and Hitler 
obviously was not courting a repetition in 


World War II. 
While trying to goad Germany into open 


hostilities against us, Roosevelt was also put- 
ting pressure on Japan. 

One of the first things he did was to station 
the Pacific Fleet in Hawaii (in April, 1940). 
Admiral J. O. Richardson, then commander in 
chief of the fleet, protested, saying the fleet 
should be kept on the West Coast of the 
United States, because: 

(1) the ships were inadequately manned 
for war; 

(2) the Hawaiian area was too exposed for 
fleet training during the existing international 
tensions; 

(3) the fleet defenses against air and sub- 
marine attack were far below required stand- 
ards of strength. 

Admiral Richardson’s strong complaints 
cost him the command of the Pacific Fleet in 
January, 1941. Admiral Kimmel was the man 


who replaced him. 


Roosevelt further weakened the Pacific 
Fleet at Pearl Harbor in March, 1941, when 
he detached three battleships, one aircraft car- 
rier, four light cruisers, and eighteen destroyers 
for duty in the Atlantic. Yet, he kept insisting 
that the Fleet was out there to deter Japanese 
aggression. To Navy men who knew, it was 
becoming apparent that Roosevelt had moved 
the fleet out from the West Coast, stationed it 
with inadequate defenses at Pearl Harbor, and 
depleted its strength, not to halt the Japanese, 
but to invite their attack. 


As early as 1940, United States experts had 
broken Japan’s highest security code (the 
“purple code”), and had even devised a ma- 
chine called “the magic” for ciphering Japa- 
nese coded radio messages. 

Japan’s intense preparations for attack 
against the American fleet at Pearl Harbor be- 
came obvious to the American government on 
September 24, 1941, when we intercepted a 
Tokyo dispatch to the Japanese consulate in 
Hawaii, instructing him to keep the Japanese 
government continuously advised of all details 
concerning the Pacific fleet in Pearl Harbor. 

The Japanese consulate in Honolulu made 
regular reports to Japan, giving the exact lo- 
cations of carriers, battleships and cruisers at 
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Pearl Harbor and detailing all naval move- 
ments in and out of that base. The American 
government, intercepting all of these reports, 
knew precisely what Japan was doing, but 
never gave any of this information to the army 
and navy commanders in Hawaii to let them 
know what grave danger their garrison was in. 


It was obvious in Washington that a Japa- 
nese attack on Pearl Harbor would come si- 
multaneously with the final breakdown of dip- 
lomatic negotiations between Japan and the 
United States. 

On November 26, 1941, Cordell Hull 
handed the Japanese ambassadors in Washing- 
ton an ultimatum which, Hull himself said, 
meant war. On the day that he gave the ulti- 
matum he told the Secretaries of the Army and 
Navy that Japanese relations were now in their 
hands, that diplomacy had gone as far as it 
could go. 

On November 25, 1941, knowing that an 
ultimatum was going to be given to Japan the 
next day and realizing that nothing but war 
would result from it, Roosevelt called a meet- 
ing of his top advisers — among them, Henry 
L. Stimson, Secretary of War. 


Here, in part, is Stimson’s testimony as to 
what happened during that meeting. 

‘Mr. Hull said that the Japanese were 
poised for the attack — that they might at- 
tack at any time. The President said that the 
Japanese were notorious for making an attack 
without warning and stated that we might be 
attacked — say, next Monday, for example. 

“One problem troubled us very much. If 
you know your enemy is going to strike you, 
it is usually unwise to wait until he gets the 
jump on you by taking the initiative. In spite 
of the risk involved, however, in letting the 
Japanese fire the first shot, we realized that in 
order to have the full support of the Americar 
people, it was desirable to make sure that th 
Japanese be the ones to do this so that therv 
should remain no doubt in anyone’s mind as tv 
who was the aggressor.” 


Stimson’s diary for November 25, statec 
this problem succinctly in these words: 
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“The question was how we could maneuver 
the Japanese into the position of firing the first 
shot without allowing too much danger to 
ourselves.” 


None of this information was given to our 
commanders in Hawaii. 


Roosevelt’s off-hand remark that the Japa- 
nese attack against us was likely to come on 
Monday was extremely significant. For 17 
years there have been persistent rumors that 
Roosevelt was forewarned from sources in the 
Far East that the Japs would attack Pearl Har- 
bor on a Monday. One of these sources was re- 
ported to be Joseph Stalin, who got the infor- 
mation in October, 1941, from Richard Sorge, 
a Russian spy in Japan. At any rate, the Japs 
did attack Pearl Harbor on a Monday. The at- 
tack came at 7:55 A.M., Sunday, Hawaiian 
time; but that was Monday — Far Eastern 
time. 


On the afternoon of Saturday, December 
6, 1941, a long, fourteen-part message from 
Tokyo to the Japanese embassy in Washing- 
ton, started coming in. American monitors 
were receiving it and deciphering it as it was 
delivered. 


_ The message advised the Japanese ambas- 
sadors in Washington that the fourteenth part 
of this message would not be transmitted from 


Tokyo until Sunday morning, December 7, 
and that it should not be delivered to the 
American government until exactly one P.M., 
Washington time, on Sunday, December 7, 
1941. That happens to be 7:00 A.M., Hono- 
lulu time. 


The first thirteen parts of this Japanese se- 
cret message were received, deciphered, and 
distributed among American officials by 9:00 
P.M., Saturday, December 6. Washington of- 
ficialdom knew that war was coming to the 
United States the next day. 

The next morning, the day of the attack, 
Admiral Stark, Chief of Naval Operations, got 
to his office around nine o’clock, but General 
Marshall didn’t show up until after eleven. 

Years later, when questioned by a congres- 
sional committee as to where he was on that 
fateful Sunday morning, General Marshall was 
evasive and uncertain. It was later established 
that on Sunday morning, knowing that his 
nation was going to be attacked that day, 
George C. Marshall, Chief of Staff of the 
United States Army, held himself incommuni- 
cado all morning while taking a horseback 
ride through the Virginia countryside. 


When Marshall did arrive at his office 
that Sunday morning, the final message from 
the Japanese had been received and decoded; 
and it was apparent that a Japanese attack on 
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Pearl Harbor would be made within a matter of 
hours. Time had practically run out on the ill- 
fated American garrison in Hawaii. But even 
then, as late as 11:30 a.m. in Washington, a 
telephone call to Hawaii would have alerted 
commanders there that an attack was coming. 


The call was not made. General Marshall 
finally sent a message to the army commander 
in Hawaii, but he did not send it by telephone 
or by army, navy, or FBI radio in such a way 
that it would reach Hawaii immediately. He 
sent it by commercial telegraph. It was deliv- 
ered to the commander in Hawaii several hours 
after the Japanese attack had come and gone. 


By the time we were able to recuperate 
from the losses at Pearl Harbor, the Japs were 
so well entrenched throughout the Pacific area 
that dislodging them necessitated the most 
prolonged, savage, and bloody war that Amer- 
ican soldiers ever had to endure. 


Christmas Gift Subscriptions 


Each year a growing number of our sub- 
scribers solve their Christmas shopping prob- 
lems with gift subscriptions to The Dan Smoot 
Report. They send it to members of their fam- 
ily, to the friends they never forget, and to 
their employees. We haven’t heard from any- 
one who regretted sending such a gift, but we 


from that university in 1938 and 1940. 


in the FBI, rather than return to Harvard. - 


both sides of great controversial issues. 


Report. 


WHO IS DAN SMOOT? 


Dan Smoot was born in Missouri. Reared in Texas, he attended SMU in Dallas, taking BA and MA degrees 


In 1941, he joined the faculty at Harvard as a Teaching Fellow in English, doin duate work for the de 
of Doctor of Philosophy in the field of American Civilization. ek “ 


In 1942, he took leave of absence from Harvard in order to join the FBI. At the close of the war, he stayed 


He served as an FBI Agent in all parts of the nation, handling all kinds of assignments. But for three and a half 
go he worked exclusively on communist investigations in the industrial midwest. For two years following that, 
e was on FBI headquarters staff in Washington, as an Administrative Assistant to J. Edgar Hoover. 
_ After nine and a half years in the FBI, Smoot resigned to help start the Facts Forum movement in Dallas. As the 
radio and television commentator for Facts Forum, Smoot, for almost four years spoke to a national audience giving 


In July, 1955, he resigned and started his own independent program, in order to give only one side — the side 
that uses American principles as a yardstick for measuring all 
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have heard from many who were delighted to 
receive it. 

Enclosed with this copy of The Report is a 
Christmas subscription order form. If you mis- 
place it, ask us for another; or, just send your 
order in without the form. 

Please help us to serve you promptly and 
properly by giving complete names and ad- 
dresses — clearly written. 


This year’s Christmas rates (slightly higher 
than last year, because of increased postal 
rates), which are effective until January 1, 
1959, are as follows: 

2 or more 3-month subscriptions___.$2.75 

2 or more 6-month subscriptions____$5.50 

2 or more 1-year subscriptions $9.00 


Gift cards bearing your name will be sent 
to those receiving your gift. The gift subscrip- 
tions begin with the December 15th issue 
(HOPE OF THE WORLD) unless you speci- 
fy otherwise. 


Those of you who have been with us for 
a while will be happy to learn that this year 
HOPE OF THE WORLD is being made avail- 
able in book form. A brief portion of the book 
will appear in The Report. The book, which 
can be ordered from this office, will sell for 
$2.00, will be off the press not later than 
December Ist, and will also make an ideal 
Christmas gift. | 


